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court has ruled that U.S. consumers cannot sue Google, Apple and Facebook over
allegations of anti-competitive practices because they are now based in the U.S. The

ruling Wednesday bars the U.K. from forcing American companies to face lawsuits in the
U.K. "The elements of the U.K. court's reasoning which were essential to the decision are
absent here," European Commission spokesman Antoine Colombani said in an emailed
statement. This is the first time an EU court has tossed out a lawsuit filed against a U.S.

company, The Associated Press reported. Google's Google.com site. (AP Photo/Alkis
Konstantinidis) According to the ruling, "the case concerns the extraterritorial application

of EU antitrust rules, and that extraterritoriality is limited to EU customers or a
substantial part of them." Google and Apple said in a joint statement, "We are pleased

with the Commission's decision and are confident that we will be able to defend against
this claim." Facebook's Facebook.com site. (AP Photo/Ringo Chiu) The companies had
been seeking to have the U.K. court dismiss the case brought by six consumer groups,

including Glyn Davis, a former president of the European Economic and Social
Committee, because the companies are based in the U.S. A team of 35 lawyers worked
on the case over six months and cost Google $5.3 million, according to The New York

Times. "Under EU antitrust laws, an anti-competitive business behavior can and must be
prohibited even when it occurs in a Member State outside of the EU market," French

competition enforcer Bruno Lemaire said in a statement. "Accordingly, the Commission
has decided that these companies must now be treated as U.S. companies and placed

under U.S. antitrust law." Germany's Federal c6a93da74d
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